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Winning the Game

 For each class you take, you must keep 

in mind the test format

 You may need to approach each of your 

classes differently

 Remember: Active encoding and 

subsequent retrieval practice should 

mimic the actual test 



Types of Classes

 There are basically three types of 

classes you will encounter:

1. Problem-oriented classes

2. Performance-oriented classes

3. Information-oriented classes



Problem-Oriented Classes

Classes in which tests require you to

solve problems:

 Math classes

 Physics and chemistry

 Engineering

Your success is based on your ability to 

work problems!



Problem-Oriented Classes

 If you know the right formulas for the 
problems, where all the numbers 
belong, and how to crunch the numbers 
(+, -, x, / )you will do well!

 There are few students gifted in these 
subjects! These students understand 
the theories underlying the formulas.



Problem-Oriented Classes

 Most of us are not gifted in math

 To be successful, you have to know 

what formula applies to what 

circumstance, and how to apply it

This is solely a matter of mechanics!



Problem-Oriented Classes

Tests in these class typically have:

 80% problem-solving

 20% short answer involving vocabulary 

and theory



Problem-Oriented Classes

Test prep should include:

1. Memorize the formulas

2. Work problems until you master the 

mechanics

3. Study vocabulary and understand 

main concepts



Problem-Oriented Classes

 Homework is always important to help 

you become mechanically proficient

 If you need help – get it

 Get it before the test!



Performance-Oriented Classes

Your grades are primarily based on what 

you can do, not what you know.

Types of skill classes:

 Writing class

 Music performance, studio art, drama

 P.E. classes



Performance-Oriented Classes

 In writing classes, creativity is often 

rewarded, but how you write is 

sometimes more important

 Preparing for performance classes 

involves practicing correctly!

 Remember:

Perfect practice makes perfect!



Information-Oriented Classes

 Your grade is based almost entirely on 

your ability to recall bits of information

– The more you can recall, the higher your 

grade

– The better organized your information is, 

the easier it will be to recall



Information-Oriented Classes

 Life sciences

 Social sciences

 Literature

 Business

 Marketing

 Economics

 Biology

 Geology

 Psychology 

 History 

 Sociology

 Social studies



Information-Oriented Classes

 Your ability to determine what is 

important, organize it, encode it, and 

retrieve it will determine your success

 Two types of tests:

– Objective tests; multiple-choice, true/false, 

matching, fill in the blank

– Essay tests



Information-Oriented Classes

 Objective and essay tests require 

different preparations:

 Objective tests: use a study method that 

involves question/answer work

 Essay tests: use a study method that 

allows for overall reorganization of the 

material



A Tip for Studying Languages

 A word of advice for students beginning 
to study a world language, master three 
verbs:

– To be

– To do

– To have

 Once master, you’ll be on your way to 
speaking the language



Winning the Game

 For each class you take, you must keep 

in mind the method of evaluation or type 

of test

 You may need to approach each of your 

classes differently

 We will be focusing on 5 study 

techniques that work and why



Exercise

What kinds of classes are you taking?

On the back of your notes:

1. Identify the types of all the classes you 

are currently taking

2. For each class, list the type(s) of tests 

you take  


